The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China U.S. Army War College Intrastate conflicts, ranging from localized rebellions to civil war, increased linearly from 1946 through 1992 and then dramatically decreased in the post-Cold War era. This rise and fall of subnational conflict closely mirrors the "proxy" wars fought by or between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the United States. Proxy refers to great power hostility expressed through client states" and describes superpower use of these states to pursue strategic and ideological goals within the confines of nuclear deterrent postures extant during the Cold War. This was done in large part to achieve strategic national interests and other political goals without risking nuclear war. In its waning years, the USSR could no longer afford to fund these wars; America ended support to many of these commitments soon after the Cold War ended. With resources dried up, former client states and subgroups had little choice but to resolve these conflicts, either via negotiation or decisive victory. The United States emerged from the Cold War as the sole superpower in a unipolar international system. However, evidence suggests this unipolarity could soon change as a new bipolar system emerges with China as the next challenger superpower. Scholars debate the likelihood of future war with a rising China, with each side arguing whether direct conflict is inevitable. Yet this debate does not consider what I suggest is the most probable future of United States-China relations; while direct conflict with China is indeed a possibility, it remains remote. I offer a quite different theory, in which subnational conflict will rise once more as the United States engages in proxy conflicts with China over resource access in Africa. These conflicts will place great demands on all US instruments of power, as involvement in counterinsurgency operations in Africa trends upward. Bipolarity and renewed proxy conflict will require rethinking of long-term national and military strategies focused primarily on large-scale interstate wars; this will impact defense acquisition and military doctrine as US strategic focus shifts from conventional conflict to counterinsurgency operations. This paper defines subnational and proxy conflicts and explains why nuclear powers in a bipolar system make strategic policy choices to compete by proxy over contentious issues. It reviews the historical record of subnational proxy conflict conducted by the United States and the USSR from 1946 through the end of the Cold War era. This paper will discuss the rationale for my claim that China will soon be poised to challenge the United States within a new bipolar order, with a concomitant increase of proxy conflicts between the two. It reviews the implications for US grand and military strategies, as well as for defense acquisition programs and development of future doctrine to meet this new order. It concludes by discussing recommendations for strategic planning over the next several decades.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Trumbo:
Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China. Try to stumble through book The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.
Felix Talarico:
The ability that you get from The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China may be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China instantly.
Virginia McNally:
Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
Danielle Tilley:
Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Perils of Bipolarity: Subnational Conflict and the Rise of China why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
